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Still, I cannot help thinking that this grief over
what may happen at the end of thousands or
thousands of millions of years is infinitely comical.

XVII. The pessimist has too sensitive a soul.
Threatening or depressed, he is always out of
temper. His facility of lamenting often places
him in embarrassing situations. Yet he continues
to shed tears, sometimes a few, sometimes in
torrents. According to him, science itself is
created only to dupe man. Tottering and un-
certain, it gropes its way and makes no progress.
A few scientific laws survive from the labour of
so many ages. The pessimists of the twentieth
century would even be pleasantly surprised if
they should learn that these few laws have proved
erroneous. And while the principal beams of
the building are creaking all along the line, the
building itself nevertheless remains sound. The
situation must be understood. The pessimists
always seek things that cannot be found. Then
they grieve because they have discovered nothing.
Having enclosed nature within the narrow con-
ceptions of their own brains, they bewail the
spectacle of a world that scorns to follow them,
and from the fear of finding their brains inade-
quate, declare it to be evil.
Yes, the half dozen principles forming the sub-